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Lesson 1:  What is the Qur’an?

The Qur’an contains the revelations of Allah to mankind.
It is the speech of Allah, sent down upon Prophet Muhammad (saw) through the Angel Gabriel.
The Qur’an was sent as a book of guidance to mankind.

“This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for those conscious of Allah.”  (2:2)

“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance and criterion.”  (2:185)

The Qur’an is unlike any other book – it is a book that allows Allah to speak to us and to guide us on the straight path.  It is Allah’s greatest blessing for mankind.
In the Qur’an, Allah promises Adam (as):

“There shall come to you guidance from Me, and whosoever follows My guidance no fear shall be on them, neither shall they sorrow.”  (2:38)

It is important for us to always remember that each word of the Qur’an that we are reading, reciting, hearing, or trying to understand, has been sent for us by Allah.
Suggested Materials:

1. If you child is not already familiar with the Qur’an, let your child see the writing (in Arabic) and how many surahs, etc.  For example, when you explain to your child what a surah or an ayah is, show them.  The following website has a nice Qur’an online: 

 http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/ttpbooks.html
2. If your child is not already familiar with hearing the Qur’an recited, please visit:  http://english.islamway.com/sindex.php?section=erecitorslist to listen to different recitors.  Here is another recitation site:  http://www.reciter.org/
3. If your child (or you) are interested in learning more about the Qur’an, here are a few online book websites to review:

http://www.witness-pioneer.org/vil/index.htm#Al-Quran
http://www.witness-pioneer.org/vil/Books/index.htm
http://www.islambasics.com/index.php?act=lib&cat=cat&catID=50&page=1
Suggested Discussion:

1. Talk about guidance in the Qur’an.  Discuss ways in which the Qur’an provides guidance to Muslims (what to do / what to stay away from / how to increase iman, etc.)  Ask: why is this guidance important?
2. Learn about and talk with your child about Angel Jibreel.  Discuss the Angel’s specific purpose, and find mention of Angel Jibreel in hadith (or Qur’an) to describe his appearance.
3. Discuss with your child what the Qur’an has taught them thus far.  What lessons have they learned from it?  You might also want to discuss what you, yourself have learned from the Qur’an and how it has helped you as a Muslim.
Suggested Activities:

1. Have your child color the following related coloring pages:

Al-Qur’an Al-Karim coloring page
http://www.missionislam.com/kidsclub/colourquran.htm
2. To further the discussion about what the Qur’an has taught you thus far, you could have your child compile a list of lessons they or you have learned (you could also have them interview another adult and compile a list).  Then, they could use this list to look through the Qur’an to see where in the Qur’an it speaks about these lessons.  They could then make a lapbook with the different lessons or perhaps write an essay detailing all the lessons.

3. Have your child create a “Qur’an as guidance” collage.  Prior to creating the collage, discuss with your child what types of guidance the Qur’an provides.  Write these down and use them as a starting point in making your collage.  Essentially, look for magazine pictures or pictures online that represent different types of guidance that the Qur’an gives us.  For example, for charity you could show that with an image of open or outstretched hands.  Paste these images onto poster paper.  It may also look nice if you also have the words of the different types of guidance written in different lettering on another color paper and then paste them to the poster.
4. For younger children, you could create your own “Qur’an as guidance” collage together.  Paste the words that correspond to the pictures in different locations on the poster.  Later, play a game with this poster by naming the words and having your child point to the corresponding picture.

5. You can also create a booklet, mini-book, or lapbook about the “Qur’an as guidance.”  If your child does not write or read, you can help your child create the book.  Have your child narrate to you what they have learned from the Qur’an and share your own experiences with them.  You can have your child illustrate the book or find illustrations online.

6. As we have seen used elsewhere, you could always create a tree out of brown paper or paper bags.  Post this on your wall.  Then, create leaves out of construction paper and have your child write the different ways the Qur’an guides us on each leaf.  If things happen in your home (a child lies, or gets angry) you could always add these to your tree after you discuss it with your child.
7. Instead of creating a tree (activity #5) you could create a mobile and place the different types of guidance on stars or any shape you would like.  As you learn more from the Qur’an with your child, you can add the guidance lessons to the mobile.

Lesson 2:  An Arabic Qur’an

The Qur’an came in the Arabic language – the language of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and his people in order that it might be understood by them:

“We have made it a Qur’an in Arabic that ye may be able to understand (and learn wisdom).”  (43:3)
“Had We sent this as a Qur’an (in a language) other than Arabic they would have said: “Why are not its verses explained in detail?  What!  (a Book) not in Arabic and (a Messenger) an Arab?”  Say:  “it is a guide and a healing to those who believe; and for those who believe not there is a deafness in their ears and it is blindness in their (eyes); they are (as it were) being called from a place far distant!”  (41:44)
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Muslims all over the world strive to learn Arabic in order to understand the Qur’an in its original language.  Many important books about Islam are also written in the Arabic language.

We should all try our best to learn Arabic so we can understand Allah’s words in their original form.

The Arabic Language

There are twenty-eight letters in the Arabic Language.  The word for letters in Arabic is haruf.

Look at the Arabic Alphabet Coloring Page.  It shows you all the Arabic Letters.  Color the letters and see how many letters you already know.  Do you know how to pronounce the haruf correctly?
Suggested Materials:

1. There are some websites that may be helpful in making you more familiar with the Arabic Language (if you are not already).  See the following website for many links and ideas:

http://www.yemenlinks.com/Arabic_Resources.htm
2. Look at the following website (click on Arabic Learning Materials):
http://www.educatingthemuslimchild.wordpress.com
Also see:

http://www.yemenlinks.com/Arabic_Downloads.htm
Download any materials you feel would help your child be more familiar with the Arabic Alphabet.

3. If your child is more advanced, I suggest you use a book entitled “The Qur’an Made Easy” (Kazi Publications).  Use the book to make your child familiar with reading Arabic.  Another book that I have found helpful is “Arabic Reading and Writing Made Easy” by Bilal Philips.

Suggested Activities:

1. Familiarize your child with the Arabic Alphabet.  Please see Suggested Materials for ideas on how to accomplish this.
2. Have your child color or decorate the following related coloring pages:

Arabic Alphabet coloring page
Allah coloring page
For a nice variation on the Allah coloring page – especially fun for older children:  Cut out a few or all of the geometric shapes on the page.  Place behind the page tissue paper then put construction paper behind that.  This would make a nice little decoration.

3. Write your child’s name in Arabic script.  Then, have your child design their name with glitter / noodles / other craft items.  

Please see examples here.
4. Play the Arabic Alphabet Bingo Game with your child.  This game is available at http://www.yemenlinks.com/Arabic_Downloads.htm.
5. Have your child practice writing their name in Arabic Script.  Write their name in pencil lightly and have them copy over it in colored pencil, crayon, or marker.
Lesson 3:  How was the Qur’an Revealed?

The Holy Qur’an was revealed through the Angel Jibreel.  He would come to the Prophet (saw) and recite one ayah or one surah at a time.  The Prophet (saw) would then remember what was recited.  The Prophet (saw) had scribes who would immediately write down the Qur’an, while many of the Companions of the Prophet (saw) would also memorize it.
The Prophet (saas) used to recite the Qur'an before angel Jibreel (Gabriel) once every Ramadan, but he recited it twice (in the same order we have today) in the last Ramadan before his death.
Why didn’t the Prophet (saw) write it down himself?

The Prophet (saw) was ummiy (he could neither read nor write).  This is mentioned in the Qur’an:

“And thou wast not (able) to recite a Book before this (Book came) nor art thou (able) to transcribe it with thy right hand: in that case indeed would the talkers of vanities have doubted. “  (29:48)

Although the Prophet (saw) did not receive any formal schooling, Allah bestowed upon him knowledge, the like of which is not found anywhere else in the world.
Who is Angel Jibreel?

He was an angel who brought Allah’s orders to His Prophets.
The First Revelation:
The Prophet (saw) first received revelation in the form of good dreams which came true.  After this, he wished to spend most of his time in seclusion (he preferred to spend private time/quiet time to think and reflect).

The Prophet (saw) would go into seclusion in the Cave of Hira, where he would worship only Allah continuously for many days before he would return to see his family.

He would take food with him during his stay and would return to his wife, Khadija, to receive more food and then return to the cave.

Suddenly, one day, the truth descended upon him while he was in the Cave of Hira.

Angel Jibriel came to him and asked him to read.  The Prophet (saw) replied, “I do not know how to read.”

The angel caught Prophet Muhammad (saw) forcibly and pressed him so hard that he could not bear it anymore.  Jibriel then released the Prophet (saw) and again asked him to read and the Prophet (saw) replied “I do not know how to read.”

Again, Angel Jibriel pressed the Prophet (saw) a second time until he could bear it no more.  Jibriel then released Muhammad (saw) again and asked him to read, but again the Prophet (saw) replied “I do not know how to read” (or “what shall I read”).

Angel Jibriel again caught the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and pressed him.  When he released the Prophet (saw), Jibriel said:

“Read in the  name of Your Lord, who created, created man from a clot.  Read!  And Your Lord is most bountiful.”  (96:1-3)
Was the Qur’an Revealed in Whole or in Parts?

The Qur’an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (saw) in parts.  Sometimes it was revealed as one ayah (verse) and sometimes two or more ayat (verses) and sometimes in one whole surah (chapter) was revealed, according to the need.
How long did it take for the Qur’an to be completely revealed?

Twenty-three years
Suggested Materials:

1. Listen to the story about ‘Iqra’ on “Qur’an for Little Muslims” cassette.

2. Watch the Qasas al-Anbiya claymation video about Muhammad (saw)

3. Read the story of Prophet Muhammad (saw) prior to becoming a Prophet up to when he received the revelation at Cave Hira in “Ar-Raheeq al-Makhtum” (The Sealed Nectar) and paraphrase to your children (on their level).  You can find the book online on the following websites (although I highly recommend you add this book to your Islamic library):
http://www.al-sunnah.com/nektar/
http://www.witness-pioneer.org/vil/Books/SM_tsn/index.htm
http://www.sunnipath.com/Resources/PrintMedia/Books/B0033P0000.aspx
Suggested Discussion:

1. Discuss the importance of concentration and reflection when communicating with Allah and its importance in helping one become more aware of Allah’s blessings.  For instance, you can discuss the benefit of being away from the distractions of everyday life in order to be more mindful of Allah.  For many children this may be an important lesson – at least in my experience – because they are often found trying to get parents attention during prayer.
2. Discuss with your child the environment that the Prophet (saw) lived in at the time of Revelation – then discuss his need to seclude himself in the cave away from the distractions of everyday life in Makkah at the time.
Suggested Activities:

1. Show your child pictures of Hira Cave.

2. Have your child color the following coloring pages:

Cave coloring page
Iqra coloring page
3. Construct a cave out of modeling clay.

4. Create a diorama of the cave.

5. Construct a cave scene from paper-mache.

6. Take your child to a park (where they will come into contact with nature) or to a forest/lake/pond and just sit there with your child exploring and noticing all that Allah created.  You can even just sit there and close your eyes and listen to all around you – see what your child notices.  Explain how going to such places should make you more mindful of Allah and how wonderful an experience it can be for a Muslim.
7. Mimic “being in the cave” – pull a sheet or blanket over some chairs and sit in your “cave” with your child.  Either use this as time to talk with your child or let them be in there alone to play / reflect / etc.  You may find this is a treasured activity for your child after this – many children like a special place to go and be alone.

8. For an older child, you could have them make a timeline of the periods during which the Surats of the Qur’an were revealed.  A book like Ulum Al-Qur’an by Ahmad Von Denffer would be helpful.
The above book is found online here and here
Also, I am sure there are good resources on the internet.

9. For an older child, you can discuss the following concept.  While the Prophet (saw) was not literate, Allah bestowed upon him much beneficial knowledge.  Have your child discuss and then write about examples where the Prophet (saw) excelled in other areas of knowledge.  For example, in knowledge about battle strategy, statesmanship, etc.  
10. For an older child, have your child discuss why it is a miracle that the Qur’an was given to an unlettered Prophet.  Discuss it from a literary standpoint and also from a historical standpoint.  For the historical standpoint, discuss how people often declared that the Prophet (saw) copied other religious historical facts.  However, if he was unlettered, how did he come upon so much accurate information?
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Lesson 4:  How was the Qur’an Collected?
During the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad (saw), there were expert scribes and appointed recorders of the Revelations.  The chief scribe who used to record the revelation dictated by the Prophet (saw) was Zayd ibn Thabit.  The names of the scribes the Prophet used are mentioned in the following hadith:
Anas bin Malik was asked: "Who collected the Qur'an at the time of the Prophet?" He replied, "Four, all of whom were from the Ansar: Ubai bin Ka'b, Mu'adh bin Jabal, Zaid bin Thabit and Abu Zaid."  (Al-Bukhari)

Whenever the Prophet (saw) received a verse or a passage, he immediately instructed his scribes to record it under his supervision.  Whatever they recorded was checked and authenticated by the Prophet himself.  Every word was reviewed and every passage was put in its right order.  These passages were originally written on dried animal skins, camel bones, mud slabs, stone plates, tree bark, palm leaves, etc.

By the time the Qur’an was completely revealed to the Prophet (saw), the Muslims were in possession of many complete records of the Qur’an.  They were recited, memorized, studied and used for all daily purposes.  Whenever a difference arose, the matter was referred to the Prophet (saw) himself to settle the issue.

After the Prophet’s (saw) death, the Qur’an was already committed to many Muslim memories and numerous recording tables.  But that did not satisfy Abu Bakr, the first Caliph, who was afraid that the death of large numbers of memorizers in battles might lead to serious confusion about the Qur’an.  So, he consulted the leading authorities and then asked Zayd Ibn Thabit to compile a standard and complete copy of the Book in the same order as authorized by Muhammad himself.  He did that under the supervision of the Companions of the Prophet and with their help.  The final and complete version was checked and approved by all Muslims who heard the Qur’an from Muhammad (saw) and committed it to their memories and hearts.  This was done less than two years after the Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) death.  The revelation was still fresh and alive in the minds of the scribes, memorizers and other Muslim Companions of the Prophet (saw).
During the Caliphate of ‘Uthman, about fifteen years after Muhammad (saw), the compiled copies of the Qur’an were distributed widely in the new territories which came into contact with Islam.  Most of those people had never seen Muhammad (saw) or heard him.  Due to regional and geographical factors, they were reading the Qur’an with slightly different accents.  Differences in recitation and intonation began to arise and cause disputes among the Muslims.  After consulting with all the leading authorities, ‘Uthman formed a committee of four men made up of the former scribes of the Qur’an.  All the copies of the Qur’an in use were collected and replaced by one standard copy which was to be used according to the accent and dialect of the Quraysh, the very same dialect and accent of Muhammad (saw) himself.  Thus, the Qur’an was again restricted to the one accent and dialect of the man who received it.  And from that time onwards, the same standardized version has been in use, without the slightest change in words or order or even punctuation marks.
The Qur’an Today

The Qur’an is divided into thirty parts.  Each part contains a number of chapters.  A chapter is called a surah.  Each chapter is composed of rhyming lines known as ayah or signs/verses.  The total number of surahs is 114.

Suggested Materials:

1. Ulum Al-Qur’an by Ahmad von Denffer
2. The above book is also found online here and here.
Suggested Discussion:

1. To explain to your child what a surah is and what an ayah is – give them specific examples from the Qur’an.  Perhaps you could give them a few examples to show that some surahs are long, while others are short, etc.
2. Discuss with your child:  what is a scribe?  

Suggested Activities:

1. After discussing “what is a scribe”, you can have your children play the part of a scribe.  Either you or another child can dictate a message to your child.  Have your child write it down.  
2. Create your own scrolls.  There are a few websites on how to make paper look aged – this may be an activity you would like to do with your scrolls:

How to Age Paper with Tea
How to Make Paper Look Old
I have also been told that you can age your paper with lemon juice and a hair dryer.
3. Create your own ink for your scrolls.  
There are also a few websites that help you make your own ink – this may also be an extension to this activity:

Pioneer Ink
How to Make Your Own Ink
Make Your Own Ink
Make invisible ink
How to Make Invisible Ink
4. Another related activity would be to make clay tablets and bake them in the over after writing on them.  I tried to do a search for instructions, but could not find any.  Perhaps you will have better luck.

5. If you child does not write, you could play the part of the scribe for your child.  Have your child dictate a message to you (or a story) and write it down for them.  You can have your child illustrate the “message” for more fun.

Lesson 5:  Why was the Qur’an Revealed?

Allah has provided the Qur’an to help guide us in life.

“Verily, this Qur’an does guide to that which is most right, and gives the glad tidings to the Believers who work deeds of righteousness, that they shall have a magnificent reward.  And to those who believe not in the Hereafter, (it announces) that We have prepared for them a Penalty Grievous (indeed).”  (Israa 9-10)

“A book which we have revealed unto thee in order that thou mightest lead mankind out of the depths of darkness into light – by the leave of thy Lord – to the way of (Him) the exalted in power, worthy of all praise.”  (14:1)

It teaches us the meaning of our lives and our purpose and leads us to the Straight Path.
“Indeed, this Qur’an guides to that which is most suitable and gives good tidings to the believers who do righteous deeds that they will have a great reward.”  (17:9)

“It is a Light from Allah and a clear book, whereby does Allah guide those who seek His pleasure along the paths of peace, and leads them out of every kind of darkness into the light by His will, and guides them to the right path.”  (5:16-17)

“(Here is) a book which we have sent down unto thee, full of blessings, that they may meditate on its signs, and that men of understanding may receive admonition.”  (38:29)

Suggested Discussion:

1. Discuss with your child how the Qur’an can help us as Muslims – to improve ourselves.  Discuss how the Qur’an teaches us ‘how to live’ and how to know right from wrong.  Give examples of each to illustrate.
2. Discuss with your child the importance of guidance.  Show the kids a game they are not familiar with and ask them to show you how to play it.  When they say they cannot, discuss why.  Then talk with them about the need and importance of guidance – and how it is a mercy from Allah.

Suggested Activities:

1. Blindfold your child and prepare an “obstacle course” for your child to go through the house.  Make sure not to have anything dangerous.  Give your child a series of directions – such as “Go to the kitchen, get a cup and fill it with water.  Take a sip and put the cup on the kitchen table.  Go to the living room, get a book and sit on the couch.”  Have your child do these things with little or no direction or help from you.  Later, have your child do these same steps (while blindfolded), but this time with the help of a “guide” (you or another person).  Hold their hand and take them to the kitchen – place their hands on the cup – place their hands on the faucet, etc.  After doing this activity, discuss with your child how much easier it was to do these things with someone guiding you and keeping you safe.  Then, tie in this lesson with how the Qur’an guides you.
2. Have your child look into examples in history.  Essentially, they will make a comparison between life before the Qur’an and after.  For example, before the people buried their girls alive and later it was not allowed.  Another example, before people consumed a lot of alcohol and later it was not allowed.  Discuss with your child the difference in atmosphere between both periods of history and try to look at it from a different person’s perspective (a young girl, for example)
3. You could also branch out the above activity (activity #2) and make a comparison between life today in non-Muslim countries and how the Qur’an has told us to live.  Discuss pros and cons.

4. See related map activity.

5. See related lighthouse activity.

Lesson 6:  Did Allah only reveal the Qur’an?
No, Allah revealed other books to His Prophets.  As Prophet Muhammad (saw) received the Qur’an from Allah, all the messengers who preceded him also received their Divine revelation.  As it states in the Qur’an:

“Indeed We sent down Our Messengers with clear signs, and We sent down with them the Book and the Balance so that people may uphold justice.”  (57:25)

From the Qur’an we know the names of a number of those books, although there are others which we don’t know about.  We know about the following books:

1. The Torah which was revealed to Musa.

“Verily, We did send down the Torah (to Musa), therein was guidance and light…”  (Al-Maidah:44)

2. The Injeel (Bible) which was revealed to Isa

“And in their footsteps, We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Torah that had come before him, and we gave him the Gospel, in which was guidance and light…”  (Al-Maidah: 46)

3. The Zabur (Psalms) which were revealed to David
“And to David We gave the Psalms”  (4:163)
4. The Scriptures revealed to Ibrahim and Musa

“Indeed whosoever purifies himself shall achieve success, and remembers the Name of his Lord, and prays.  Nay, you prefer the life of this world; although the Hereafter is better and more lasting.  Verily! This is in the former Scriptures, the Scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa.”  (Al-Alaa:14-19)

Why don’t we follow the previous books of revelation?

Allah sent down the Scriptures to His Messengers, and being words from Allah, they were free from any imperfection or errors at the time of their revelation.  However, since being revealed, all of the scriptures before the Qur’an have been tampered with and distorted by their people.
While these books are still used today by the Christians and Jews, anything these books contain that differ from the Qur’an has been either corrupted or abrogated.
Why was only the Qur’an preserved?

Allah revealed the other scriptures to specific nations at specific times in history.  So, although they shared a common religious basis, they also contained laws and judgments relating to certain people and only applied to certain historical periods.  As Allah states in the Qur’an:

“To each among you, We have prescribed a Law and a clear way.”  (5: 48)

That is why Allah did not preserve any of the previous revelations for eternity as He did with the Qur’an.  In fact, Allah tells us in the Qur’an about the alterations and tampering that had afflicted the previous nations:

“Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in your religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish Rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah, then they used to change it knowingly after they understood it?”  (2: 75)

“And from those who say, ‘We are Christians’ We took their covenant; but they forgot a portion of that which they were reminded.”  (5:14)

“O  people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)!  Now has come to you Our Messenger (Muhammad), explaining to you much of that which you used to hide from the Scripture, and passing over much (leaving out without explaining).”  (5: 15)

How was the Qur’an Preserved?

Unlike the previous revelations, the Qur’an was revealed by Allah for all mankind, and not to any specific nation.  For this reason, Allah has guarded it from any corruption.  
“Indeed, it is We who sent down the message (the Qur’an) and indeed, We will be its guardian.”  (15: 9)

“And indeed it is an honorable respected book.  Falsehood cannot come to it from before or behind it: it is sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all Praise.”  (41: 41-42)

Thus, the Qur’an is preserved intact, just as it was communicated by Angel Jibreel to the Prophet Muhammad (saw) and by him to his companions.

The Qur’an verifies and supports the message contained in the previous scriptures.  The Qur’an states:

“Nothing is said to you, [O Muhammad], except what was already said to the messengers before you.”  (41:43)

It brings together all the good and excellent features scattered between the other books.  Furthermore, it serves to detect and confirm its predecessors, declaring the truth they contain and exposing the changes and falsehoods affected upon them.  As the Qur’an states:

“And We have revealed to you (O Muhammad) the Book (the Qur’an) in truth, confirming the Scripture that came before it, and Muhayminan (trustworthy in highness and a witness) over it.”  (5: 48)

The Holy Qur’an is the only book that is proven, beyond a shadow of a doubt, to be entirely communicated by the Messenger to whom it was revealed, Muhammad (saw).  It has been handed down from generation to generation, from the time of its revelation to this very day, in an intact state, with all its words, its structure and pronunciations unaltered in any way.

The Holy Qur’an has been learnt by heart, thus it is safe in the memory of millions of Muslims. This practice continues to this day since the time of the Prophet (saw) and insha’Allah, it will continue till the Day of Judgment. This way prevented the enemies of Islam from making changes or adding or taking out anything from the book or destroying it.
Suggested Materials:

1. Any material by Ahmad Deedat is a wonderful resource – perhaps not for a younger child (unless you choose to listen to some of his lectures or read his books and then paraphrase) but they are definitely excellent resources for an older child.
2. A highly recommended book is “Jesus, Prophet of Islam”.  Very good resource for an older child and you can read through it yourself to see what lessons you can teach your younger child (paraphrase).

3. Watching the Qasas al-Anbiya claymation videos (any) have been quite enlightening for my daughters.  Each time you see the people being called to Allah and they continue to return to previous ignorant behavior.  This is especially apparent in idol worship because each time you see people worshiping Idols.  During the time of Prophet Ibrahim everyone was doing it – and then even later during the time of Prophet Muhammad there were idols surrounding the Kaabah.

4. “Perished Nation” by Harun Yahya is an excellent book as well.  Recommended for an older child although I also watched the videos online (my oldest, 5 was watching over my shoulder) and it was a great time for reflection and discussion between us.  His materials are found on the following websites.  (The books and videos are all online)
http://www.harunyahya.com/
http://www.harunyahya.com/kids/index.html
Suggested Discussion:

1. Discuss some of the differences between Islam and the other revealed scriptures.  For younger children, I would make it simple – “what makes them different from us?”  For older children, this would be a great way to jump into some comparative religion studies.
2. For an older child, research and write about certain aspects of the previous revelations that were changed over time.  For example: the dress of women, the status of women, etc. and explain how they have changed over time.

3. For an older child, it might be interesting to learn more about ways in which the previous scriptures have been corrupted and changed.  I would recommend looking at books by Ahmad Deedat and also a book entitled “Jesus, Prophet of Islam.”  I am sure there are other resources.

4. You might want to start a discussion with your child.  Can we follow the Bible?  Why not?  Can we follow the other previous scriptures?  Why not?  Talking in this way and promoting discussion may make it easier for your child to understand.

Suggested Activities:

1. As an activity for an older child, you might want them to write about some of the Miracles of the Qur’an.  For example, there are literary miracles (it cannot be imitated) and there are also scientific miracles – knowledge that only now is coming to light.  Harun Yahya’s website may be of help (see above). 

2. As an activity for an older child, you could also have them write about some of the differences between the revealed religions.

Lesson 7:  Stories of the Qur’an

The Qur’an contains many stories.
“We do relate unto thee the most beautiful of stories, in that We reveal to thee this (portion of the) Qur’an . . .” (12:3)

“Indeed, in their stories there is a lesson for men of understanding.”  (Yoosuf 11)

The stories of the Qur’an contain very important lessons and admonitions.  These stories include:

· Stories of the Prophets of Allah, their people, their message, their call, and their persecution.

· Other Qur’anic stories about past people or events
For example:  Companions of the Cave, Dhu-l-qarnain
· Stories about events that took place during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).

Suggested Materials:

Qur’an Stories for Little Hearts has many stories written that are taken from the Qur’an.  There are also other books that are available for different age groups.
Suggested Discussion:

Discuss with your child some of the stories you have found in the Qur’an.  Perhaps it would be more of an impact if you read it to them from the Qur’an and then discuss the story more in detail (if available) from hadith, etc.

Suggested Activities:

1. Try to list with your child some of the stories of the Qur’an.  For example, the story of the two gardens.  Make a collage of the different stories you come up with.

2. Create with your child mini-books depicting the stories that are found in the Qur’an.  For how to make your own books:
http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/makingbooks/minibook/index.htm
http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/makingbooks/makeown.htm
I also recommend Dina Zike’s “Big Book of Books” as a resource.
3. Make a mobile with the names of the stories.  As a suggestion, you could have cutout clipart pictures of a book.  On each book, write the name of the story that is found in the Qur’an.  If your child is younger, have your child illustrate the book.  Or, if your child is older, have your child decorate the books.

4. Make a lapbook containing some of the various stories from the Qur’an.

5. For an older child, you could have them write an essay about some of the lessons the Qur’an teaches and related stories that are found in the Qur’an.  They could even create a personal Qur’an journal.  Directions and information are found here:

http://soundvision.com/Info/quran/journal.asp
6. After you have completed some of these activities, a fun activity would be to refresh your memory about the stories.  Tell your child a small snippet of a story and see if they can remember the story.  See who remembers the most stories.  You could also create trivia cards for this purpose.

Lesson 8:  Why is the Qur’an Important?
· The Qur’an teaches us about Allah.  This allows us to recognize His signs, appreciate His actions and know His attributes.  Thus, reading the Qur’an is the best way to remember Allah.
The Qur’an allows us to come nearer and closer to Allah, Who created us.
How does it do this?  By telling us about Allah and His attributes.  It teaches us about how He created all that exists – how He sustains all that exists and how He rules over all that exists.
The more we know about Allah, all that he has created and all the blessings he has bestowed upon mankind, the more we desire to be close to him and please him by doing good deeds.

· The Qur’an shows us the path and way of life that is pleasing to Allah.
How does it do this?  It teaches us how to live according to His rules in order to achieve success in both this life and the Hereafter.

Allah says of the Qur’an:

“O men!  There has come to you an exhortation from your Lord, healing for what is in the hearts, and a guidance, and a mercy for the believers.  Say: In [this] bounty of Allah, and in His mercy – in it let them rejoice.  It is better than whatever they amass.”  (10:57-58)

· The Qur’an helps us increase our faith in Allah.  It is a book that is meant to help a person change (if he was without guidance) or to improve (if he was already following Allah’s path).
“Believers are only those who, whenever Allah is mentioned, their hearts tremble with awe; and whenever His revelations are recited to them, they increase them in faith…” (8:2)

· The Qur’an shows us how to develop an Islamic society.  Allah has made it clear that one of the purposes for revealing the Qur’an is so it may be the law of the land and used to judge what is right and what is wrong.  Allah says:

“We have sent down to you the Book in truth, that you might judge between men as guided by Allah.”  (al-Nisaa 105)

· The Qur’an guides Muslims in our ongoing struggle against the enemies of Islam.  Through the Qur’an, Allah shows us how to make ourselves stronger and to protect ourselves against our enemies.
Shaitan is our worst enemy.  Shaitan is determined to try to obstruct man at every step of his journey through life.  As stated in the Qur’an:

“I shall surely sit in ambush for them all along Thy Straight Path; I shall, then, come on them from between their hands and from behind them, from their right and their left.  Thou wilt not find most of them thankful.”  (7:16-17)
The Qur’an helps teach us ways to protect ourselves from Shaitan.  Thus, the Qur’an is our most powerful ally to help us battle against Shaitan and to strive to live by Allah’s guidance.
Suggested Discussion:

1. Talk with your child about the Qur’an and its importance.  What things does the Qur’an teach us?  See if your child can give you examples and see what examples you can come up with together.

2. Discuss with your child about what actions are mentioned in the Qur’an that are pleasing to Allah.  You might also want to discuss some actions that are mentioned that are not pleasing to Allah.

3. Discuss with your child the names of Allah and his attributes.  Further discuss with your child what these names require of us as Muslims.  For example, if Allah is “Forgiving” then we must seek His Forgiveness.

4. Discuss with your child how life was like prior to Islam and then discuss how Islam changed the lives of the people who became Muslim.  A good resource for this might be “The Sealed Nectar”.

5. Discuss with your child what type of society Allah wants us to develop as stated in the Qur’an.  Is there such a society now?  Why or why not.  You could further this discussion by having your child write about it.
6. Discuss with your child what rules are and why they are important.  A further discussion might include talking about what life would be like without rules (no road rules, no rules at the supermarket, no rules at home).  Perhaps you could also discuss some of the rules in different places and why they are helpful or important.  What happens when a rule isn’t followed?  Explain that these actions are called consequences.  Discuss the importance of having consequences when rules are not obeyed.  For an older child you could have them put together a mini-book or booklet related to the above discussion.

7. A good discussion with an older child – in what ways does the Qur’an tell us to fight Shaitan?  What are things we can do to be more powerful in our fight against Shaitan?  Perhaps you could set up a chart or just speak with your child and see if there are ways to implement these ideas into their everyday lives.  In case you are interested, I have found many good lectures you can listen to online about this topic.  Perhaps you could listen to it with your child.  I’m sure you could easily find them by typing in “Shaitan lecture” in Yahoo or Google, insha’Allah.

Suggested Activities:

1. Have your child color the Allah coloring page.

2. A good activity to follow discussing the names of Allah:  Create a poster, a mobile, books or whatever creative method you can think of to depict the names of Allah.
3. For an older child it might be an interesting activity to write about how the Qur’an changed specific people.  For example, look into Islamic history (the Companions) and show how the person lived, behaved and perhaps even hated Islam and then show how their lives changed after becoming Muslim.  

4. For an older child you may also have them interview revert Muslims – discussing how their lives have changed after becoming Muslim.

5. Count your blessings.  What has Allah created for you that you personally benefit from?  (your hands, eyes, ears, food, parents, etc.)  On several Muslim homeschooling groups the idea of making a “Blessings tree” has often circulated.  Essentially, create the tree out of paper bags or brown construction paper.  Post on a wall.  Create leaves out of construction paper.  Have your children write whatever they are thankful for on those leaves and put them in the tree.

Another activity you could do is to create a mini-book or mobile about those things you are thankful for.  It’s a more creative way for your child to reflect on Allah’s blessings.

6. Further activities to cover Allah’s blessings – set up sensory experiences with your child to allow them to reflect on Allah’s blessings.  Take them to a park – have them close their eyes and listen to all the sounds around them.  What do they hear?  Discuss the ears as blessings and also sounds as blessings – such as the sounds of birds early in the morning and the sound of gentle rain.  

Other sensory experiences could include introducing them to different smells.  (Ginger, cinnamon, freshly-baked cookies, flowers.)  Have several scents (or items) in front of you and have your child close their eyes.  See if they can determine what they are smelling.  Discuss the nose as a blessing and also smells as blessings – I’m sure most kids will agree the smell of freshly-baked cookies smell great!

I could go on and on about such ideas – but I’m sure this is a good starting point, insha’Allah.

7. As an extension activity to the rules discussion, it might be fun for you and your child to play games like “red light, green light”, “Simon says” or “Mother may I.”  This may be especially good for younger children as they see that if they don’t obey, there is a consequence.
Lesson 9:  Importance of Understanding the Qur’an

As Muslims, we must strive to live by the teachings of the Qur’an.  Every page of the Qur’an contains an invitation to surrender and submit, to act and change.

Simply reciting or reading the Qur’an without understanding and without acting upon the lessons we learn is not enough for us to live as good Muslims.

Thus, we must live according to what we learn in the Qur’an.  It should change us and improve our faith in Allah.

“He is not a true believer in the Qur’an who treats as halal (permissible) what is made haram (prohibited).”  (Tirmidhi)

“Read the Qur’an so that it enables you to desist [from what it prohibits].  If it does not enable you to desist, you have not really read it.”  (Tabarani)

The Prophet (saw) said: “If anyone recites the Qur'an and acts according to its contents, on the Day of Judgment his parents will be given to wear a crown whose light is better than the light of the sun in the dwellings of this world if it were among you. So what do you think of him who acts according to this.”  (Abu Dawud)

We should take the Companions of the Prophet as our example.  They learned the Qur’an by reading it, pondering over its meaning and by acting on its lessons.  It is narrated that:

“Those who were engaged in reading the Qur’an told that people like ‘Uthman Ibn ‘Affan and Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud, once they had really learnt ten verses from the Prophet (saw), did not go any further unless they had really learnt whatever these verses contained by way of knowledge and practice [understood them and acted upon them].  They used to say that they learnt the Qur’an and knowledge together.  This is how they sometimes spent years in learning only one Surah.“  (al-Itqan fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an, Suyuti).
Suggested Discussion:

1. Discuss with your child the importance of understanding the Qur’an.  Use this time to discuss with your child examples in real life where people may be Muslim, but they are not truly following the Qur’an.  This may be a good way to see how the Qur’an is supposed to be reflected in our actions.

2. Discuss with your child ‘how do we learn’.  Also talk about how we can learn something and not know what it means or what it requires of us.  Give examples from everyday life.
3. This would be a good time to sit with your child and recite a surah from the Qur’an.  Afterwards, discuss what it may mean.  Then, go to the tafsir and read about what it is actually supposed to mean.  There are usually hadith and other information used to give further meaning to the verse.  Then, discuss how useful it was to learn more about what the verses actually meant, instead of just reading the verse and assuming you understood.

If you do not have access to tafsir, there are a few resources online:

http://www.youngmuslims.ca/online_library/tafsir/syed_qutb/index.htm
http://www.islambasics.com/view.php?bkID=69
Suggested Activities:

1. For an older child, write about a verse of the Qur’an – only from their understanding in reading the verse.  Then, after reading tafsir, have your child write what other details they learned from the tafsir.  Compare and contrast the two versions.
2. Discuss with your child ways in which he/she can live more according to the Qur’an.  For example, if you read the Qur’an together – discuss ways in which you can incorporate the lessons from that verse into your lives.  You could easily pick a few verses instead and just look at ways in which your family could implement the lessons learned.  Then . . . live it.

3. Living the Qur’an Board:  Perhaps you could even post the verse in your home as a reminder to live accordingly.  You could have your child create a poster or even have your child decorate a bulletin board that you can display prominently in your home.  Then, after you and your child learn a verse or surah that you can implement in your daily life – post the verse(s) on the bulletin board where everyone can see as a reminder to live it.  After a while, when you come across another, replace the old verses with new ones.

4. For an older child, you could create a diary or journal.  When they come across a surah or verse that they can implement, have them write it in their journal.  That week, have your child focus on that verse and try to implement its lesson.  When they have done this, have them write down in their journal what they did to put it into practice.  They could also detail what happened as a result of putting the Qur’an into action.  

5. For a younger child, you could change the activity a little bit from activity #4.  Perhaps you could create a poster together or a chart.  Another thing you could do is create a binder entitled “Living the Qur’an.”  Each week, after you learn new verses from the Qur’an, write in a new surah/verse that you want to implement.  Every day or so ask your child what they have done to put the lesson into action.  Write down their answers in the binder.  Perhaps you could find some way to celebrate success at the end of the week and then post a new verse(s) for the coming week.
Lesson 10:  Benefits of the Qur’an

There are many benefits associated with learning, reading, reciting and teaching the Qur’an.  These rewards and benefits should help us continue to learn more Qur’an, insha’Allah.

Reading / Reciting Qur’an:
Reading every single letter of the Qur’an carries with it great rewards.  

According to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (raa), the Prophet Muhammad (saw) said: “If anyone recites a letter of the Holy Qur’an he will be credited with a good deed, and a good deed gets a tenfold reward.  I do not say that A.L.M are one letter, but alif is a letter, lam is a letter and mim is a letter.”  At-Tirmidhi transmitted it, saying that this is a hasan sahih hadith.

Also, on the Day of Judgement, the Qur’an will intercede for those who read it and it will raise them in rank among the other people.
“Read the Qur’an, for on the Day of Resurrection it will come interceding for its companions.”  (Muslim)

From Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As: The Prophet (saw) said, “The companion of the Qur’an will be told: recite and ascend, ascend with facility as you used to recite with facility in the world.  Your final abode is the height you will reach at the last verse you recite.”  (Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, Ahmad, Nasa’i)

Teaching Others the Qur’an:

Narrated ‘Uthman, the Prophet (saw) said: “The best among you are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it.” (Bukhari)

“Whenever people gather in one of the houses of Allah for reading the Qur’an and teaching it to one another, peace descends upon them, mercy covers them, angels spread their wings over them, and Allah mentions them to those around Him.”  (Muslim)
Suggested Activities:

1. Discuss with your child how much Qur’an it is possible for them to memorize during a period of time (1 week or 1 month, for example).  Make a chart showing your child’s goals and make a way for them to show their progress (or at least cart when they actually sit down and attempt to memorize).  Once they have completed this goal, find a way to celebrate with your child.  Emphasize the greater goals the are also achieving – as discussed in this lesson plan.

2. Discuss with your child the importance of sharing knowledge.  Explain how society benefits and other people benefit from your charitable act.  Then, if your child knows some Qur’anic verses and has younger siblings, you could ask them if they would like to teach the younger children a verse that they know.  Or, they could also teach their friends.
3. If you cannot read the Qur’an or your child cannot read the Qur’an, perhaps this is a good time for you make a commitment.  Set up in your community a group for memorizing Qur’an.  Ask your imam or a knowledgeable sister in your community how to go about this and become active.  The rewards you will receive for doing so will be immeasurable, insha’Allah.  Then, participate with your family.

Lesson 11:  Etiquette with the Qur’an
The Holy Qur’an is the word of Allah addressed to us, and we should therefore treat it with respect.

We should be clean:
In order to touch the Qur’an, one should be in a state of ritual purity (tahara).  In other words, we should make wudhu (ablution) in order to clean ourselves before approaching the Qur’an.

“A book well guarded which none shall touch but those who are clean.”  (56:78-9)

Proper Intention and Purpose (Niyyah):

When we come to read the Qur’an, we should have no purpose other than to receive guidance from Allah, to come nearer to Him, and to seek His good pleasure.

We should remember all the rewards we receive by reading and reciting the Qur’an.  We should also remember that by understanding and following the Qur’an, we have been promised much larger rewards, in this world and in the Hereafter.  

What to Say before Reciting Qur’an:
Shaitan will try to keep us from the guidance of the Qur’an – by polluting our intentions, creating doubt about what the Qur’an says, or by tempting us away from obeying the Qur’an.  In order to protect ourselves from Shaitan, we should say the following before reciting a verse of the Qur’an:
“ ‘A’udhu billahi mina ‘sh-Shaytani ‘r-rajim”

As Allah states in the Qur’an:
“When you recite the Qur’an, seek refuge with Allah from Shaitan, the rejected.”  (16:98)
Respect and the Qur’an

The Qur’an is the book of Allah.  Thus, all Muslims must show their highest respect to the Qur’an.  This respect is shown in many ways.  All of the manners detailed above are taken specifically from the Qur’an and Sunnah.  However, I am aware that scholars do encourage other behaviors towards the Qur’an to show respect.   For example:
· Keep the Qur’an in a clean place.

· Preferably sit facing the Qibla (direction of prayer) when reading/reciting.

· Do not place other books or materials on top of the Qur’an.

· Do not lick your fingers to turn the pages of Qur’an.

· Do not enter the bathroom with your Qur’an.

Since they above examples are not specifically from the Qur’an and Sunnah, I will only mention these as a reference.  However, please remember that it is encouraged to do your utmost to respect the Qur’an.

There are other behaviors that Muslims exhibit to show their respect to the Qur’an.  However, there is some disagreement amongst the scholars about these behaviors.  Allah knows best.
Suggested Discussion:

Discuss with your child the reason for respecting the Qur’an in these ways.  This should be a follow-up from the other lessons.
Suggested Activities:

1. Have your child memorize “Audhu bilahi min a Shaytan ar-Rajeem”.
2. Teach your child to make wudhu (if they don’t already know).  If they do know, perhaps you can use this as a time to review wudhu – its prerequisites, etc.

3. Each time before you recite Qur’an or read Qur’an with your child – see if they can remember what they need to do.  Keep reminding them until they become good habits, insha’Allah.

Lesson 12:  How Should We Read the Qur’an?
We should read the Qur’an every day.
Read correctly:
You must read the Qur’an correctly.  The Arabic language is such that very slight mistakes in pronouncing vowels while reading may drastically alter the meaning, sometimes totally distorting it.  On some occasions, you may be saying things which could amount to kufr (disbelief).

Thus, every Muslim must sincerely try to learn to read the Qur’an correctly.

“One who is skilled in reading the Qur’an is with the noble, virtuous angels who bring down the revelation; one who falters while reading it and finds it hard to read correctly, will have a double reward (for reading and for exerting).”  (Bukhari, Muslim)

Read clearly and slowly:

“And recite the Qur’an in slow style.”  (73:4)
Read beautifully:
It is desirable to learn the art of qira’ah in order to read the Qur’an beautifully, in a sweet, pleasant, and melodious style and voice.

“Beautify the Qur’an with your voices.”  (Abu Da’ud)

Keep practicing your recitation:

We must keep reviewing our recitation of the Qur’an.  If we do not, the verses will become easily forgotten.  As the Prophet (saw) said:

"It is a bad thing that some of you say, 'I have forgotten such-and-such verse of the Qur'an,' for indeed, he has been caused (by Allah) to forget it. So you must keep on reciting the Qur'an because it escapes from the hearts of men faster than camel do."  (Bukhari)

Listen attentively:
We should listen attentively and be quiet whenever the Qur’an is being recited.  As Allah states in the Qur’an:
“When the Qur’an is read, listen attentively, and fall silent, so that you may be blessed with mercy.”  (7:204)
Suggested Discussion:

1. For an in-depth approach to this topic, you can make your child familiar with the Science of Tajweed.

2. For a more in-depth discussion, you could discuss the 7 different styles of recitation and how they were developed (or what they were based on).

Suggested Activities:

1. Have your child listen to Qur’an recitation so that they can hear what the Qur’an is supposed to sound like when recited properly.

Some online recitation tools include:

http://www.reciter.org/
http://english.islamway.com/sindex.php?section=erecitorslist
2. Have your child practice along with the recitation – repeating after the imam or an online reciter to practice the pronunciation of the ayats properly, insha’Allah.

3. If you are not familiar with Tajweed yourself, perhaps you could contact someone in your own community (perhaps your imam) and have them demonstrate reading the Qur’an with and without Tajweed to show your child the difference.  Then you could have them discuss the importance of learning Tajweed.  Or, I’m sure this applies to many of us, we could read the Qur’an ourselves to our child and then play off the internet a person reciting the Qur’an with Tajweed.  Have your child listen closely and see if they can tell any difference between the recitations.
VOCABULARY
These are just a few of the suggested vocabulary words from this lesson plan.  Please feel free to add others.

Ayah/Ayat:
This word actually means ‘sign’.  It is the shortest division of the Qur’anic text (a phrase or a sentence).

Surah/Suwar:
Literally means ‘row’ or ‘fence’.  In technical language, it is the passage-wise division of the Qur’anic text (a chapter or part) set apart from the preceding and following text.


The Qur’an has 114 suras of unequal length, the shortest consisting of 4 and the longest consisting of 286 ayat.

Tafsir:
The explanation, interpretation and commentary on the Qur’an.  It aims at knowledge and understanding concerning the book of Allah, to explain its meanings, extract its legal rulings and grasp its underlying reasons.

Translation:
Translation of the Qur’an is the expression of the meaning of the text of the Qur’an in a language different from the original language of the Qur’an.  

Courtesy of Muslim Homeschooling Resources http://www.yemenlinks.com/Islamic_Resources.htm
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